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PREFACE 


It is a characteristic of folk-songs that, being transmitted and perpetuated by 
word of mouth rather than by the printed page, they are subjected to many changes 
and variations, so that the same song will often assume as many forms and variants 
as the localities in which it appears. The songs of Stephen Collins Foster (1826- 
1864) may properly be classed as folk-songs, and like those anonymous songs 
which have survived from former days among the folk of older lands than this, 
they have been carried on in a large degree by oral tradition and hence have suf- 
fered numerous changes and variations. In view of the deep-rooted and wide- 
spread affection in which they continue to be held, and the importance which 
they consequently assume in the musical culture of the American people, it has 
seemed advisable to present some of the best and most popular of them in a defini- 
tive and authoritative edition. The songs in this volume appear just as they 
came from the pen of the composer, without any effort to improve the naive 
simplicity of his inspiration or to enlarge his limited musical vocabulary. The 
first edition of each song has been sought out and reproduced accurately. Unless 
otherwise noted, Foster is the author of the words as well as the composer of the 
music. 

Indicative of the care with which he worked, many of the songs were in the 
first editions published with slight melodic variations in the later verses, as re- 
produced here. Although these variations are concerned only with the readjust- 
ment of certain syllables and with the disposal of the accent, and are details of 
perhaps not the greatest importance, yet they are sufficient to indicate that 
Stephen Foster was not musically illiterate, though without technical training. 

During the fifteen years of his activity as a composer, Stephen Foster wrote 
one hundred and sixty songs, of which the majority are sentimental ballads of the 
type popular in the days just preceding the Civil War. His fame rests chiefly, 
however, upon his negro songs, both in and out of dialect. Written for the negro 
minstrel stage, they have survived that form of entertainment and have been 
incorporated into the treasury of folk-song of the whole world. With the excep- 
tion of the ‘‘Marseillaise,’’ “The Old Folks at Home’”’ is said to be the most widely 
sung song in the world, while ““My Old Kentucky Home,” “Old Black Joe,” 
“Unele Ned” and others of the negro melodies are sung in many languages. 

Stephen Foster is a solitary figure in the history of music, occupying a unique 
position. Limited as his genius was, it was of the purest quality and exactly 
suited to the expression of those simple but profound emotions, common to all 
humanity, which are embodied in his songs. His immortal melodies are a dis- 
tinct contribution to the world’s music, and one of which America need never feel 
ashamed. 


HAROLD VINCENT MILLIGAN. 
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Open Thy Lattice, Love 


(1844) 


Words Anonymous 


Allegretto 





S 
o 
~ 
! 
69) 
Oo nl 
- 


love, 


lat - tice, 
lat - tice, 


lis - ten 


love, 


delicatamente 








a - broad onthe sea! 








cool balm-y breeze is 


wher- 





at the helm__ 





sit 





He will 





pi - lotwill be! 
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Uncle Ned 
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Moderato 
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Cant tote de cottonwood no more; 


2. Now Im un-hap-py and Im weep - ing, 





Death came a-knock-in at de door. 


Last night,while Nel-ly was a-sleep-ing, 





Smile till she o-pend up her eyes, 


in de morn- ing, 


3. When I saw my Nel-ly 





Seemed like delight ob day a-dawn-ing, 


Just fore de sun be-gin to rise. 


4. Close by demar-gin ob de wa - ter, 





Whar de lone weep-ing willow grows, 





- pose. 


Dar she in death mayfindre 


Dar libd Vir-gin-ny’s lub-ly daugh-ter, 





side; 


Walk wid myNel-ly by my 


5. Down in de mead-ow mong de clo - ber, 


Fare-well, my dark Virgin-ny bride! 





o - ber, 


Now all dem hap-py days am 
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2. Nel - ly Bly hab = a_ voice Like de tur - tle - dove, I 
3. Nel - ly’ Bly shuts her eye, When she goes. to sleep. 











hears it in de mead-ow And I1 hears it in de grove: 
When she wak-ens_ up a- gain, Her eye-balls gin to peep: De 





Nel.- ly Bly hab a_ heart Warm as cup. ob _ tea, And 
way she walks she lifts her foot, And den she brings it down, And 





big - ger dan a sweet po - ta- to Down in Ten - nes - see. 
when it  lights,der’s mu - sic dah In dat part ob de town. 











4. Nel - ly Bly! Nel - ly Bly! Neb- ber, neb-ber sigh, 











Neb-ber bring de tear-drop to De. cor-ner ob your eye; For de 














pie is made ob pun-kins And de mush is made ob corn, And der’s 
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3. Old muley cow come on to de track, 


Doo-dah! doo-dah! 
De bobtail fling her ober his back, 


Oh! doo-dah-day! 
Den fly along like a railroad car, 


Doo-dah! doo-dah! 
Runnin’ a race wid a shootin star, 


Oh! doo-dah-day! 


Chorus 


4. See dem flyin on a ten-mile heat, 


Doo-dah! doo-dah! 
Round ce race-track, den repeat, 


Oh! doo-dah-day! 
I win my money on de bobtail nag, 


doo-dah! 
I keep my money in an old tow-bag, 


Doo-dah! 


Oh! doo-dah-day! 


Chorus 
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Ah! May the Red Rose Live Alway! 


(1850) 
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Ah! maythered rose live al- way, To smile up-on earth and 
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nurs - ing 


And 


for kiss 


kiss 
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may the red 


To 


al - way, 


live 


rose 


Ah, 












































smile up-on earth and 





ev-er weep? 
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/ 2. Long may the daisies dance the field, 
/ Frolicking far and near ! 
i Why should the innocent hide their heads, 
jf Why should the innocent fear? 
Spreading their petals in mute delight, 
When morn in its radiance breaks, 
Keeping a floral festival 
| Till the night-loving primrose wakes, 
Long may the daisies dance the field, 
Frolicking far and near! 

Why should the innocent hide their heads, 

h Why should the innocent fear ? 


| 3. Lulled be the dirge in the cypress bough, 
That tells of departed flowers! 
Ah! that the butterfly’s gilded wing 


A Fluttered in evergreen bowers ! 
, Sad is my heart for the blighted plants, 
Its pleasures are aye as brief, 


They bloom at the young years joyful call, 
And fade with the autumn leaf. 

Ah, may the red rose live always, 
To smile upon earth and sky! 

Why should the beautiful ever weep, 
Why should the beautiful die ? 
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Hush! bright bird, 
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The Old Folks at Home 
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I squan-derd, Man- y desongs I 


man-y hap-py days 
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I was play-ing wid my brud-der, Hap - 
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die. 


Dere let me live and 


take me to my kind old mud-der, 
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Massa’s in de Cold, Cold Ground 


(1852) 
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2. When de autumn leaves were falling, 


b) 


When de days were cold 
’T was hard to hear old massa calling, 


Cayse he was so weak and old. 
Now de orange-tree am blooming 


On de sandy shore, 
Now de summer days am coming, 


Massa nebber calls no more. 


Mourning cayse he leaves dem behind. 


I cannot work before to-morrow, 


Cayse he was so kind, 


3. Massa made de darkeys love him, 
Now dey sadly weep above him, 


Cayse de tear-drop flow, 
I try to drive away my sorrow, 


Pickin’ on de old banjo. 
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My Old Kentucky Home, Good-Night 


(1853) 


Poco adagio 
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good- night! 
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2. They hunt no more for the possum and the coon 
On the meadow, the hill, and the shore, 

They sing no more by the glimmer of the moon 
On the bench by the old cabin door. 

The day goes by, like a shadow oer the heart, 
With sorrow, where all was delight: 

The time has come when the darkies have to part, 
Then my old Kentucky Home, good-night! 


3. The head must bow and the back will have to bend, 
Wherever the darkey may go: 
A few more days, and the trouble all will end 
In the field where the sugar-canes grow. 
A few more days for to tote the weary load, 
No matter, twill never be light, 
A few more days till we totter on the road, 
Then my old Kentucky Home, good-night! 
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Old Dog Tray 


(1853) 
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bet - ter friend than old 
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forms Ive called my own 
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Their hap - pysmiles have flown Their 


lovd ones,the dear ones,have all___passd a- way, 
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know that he feels what my break-ingheart wouldsay; Al-though he can- not speak, 
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no-thing left but old dog 
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gen- tle voi- ces gone; 


Tray. 


bet-ter friendthan old dog 
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vain - ly,vain- ly seek 
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Hard Times, Come Again No More 


(1854) 
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more. 


Hard Times,come a - gain no 


round my cab-in door, Oh! 


more. 


Hard Times,come a-gain no 


round my cab-in door, Oh! 





8. Theres a pale, drooping maiden,who toils her life away, 


’ 


oer: 


With a worn heart whose better days are 
Though her voice would be merry, tis sighing all the day: 


Oh! Hard Times, come again no more. 


4. Tis a sigh that is wafted across the troubled wave, 


Tis a wail that is heard upon the shore, 
Tis a dirge that is murmured around the lowly grave: 


Oh! Hard Times, come again no more. 
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Float-ing,like a va- por,on 


dream of Jean-ie withthe light brown hair, 


long for Jean-ieand my heart bows low, 
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sum-mer air. 


soft 
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but her light form strayed 


3. I sigh for Jeanie, 


Far from the fond hearts round her native glade; 
Her smiles have vanished and her sweet songs flown, 


Flitting like the dreams that have cheered us and gone. 


Now the nodding wild flowers may wither on the shore, 


While her gentle fingers will cull them no more; 
Oh! I sigh for Jeanie with the light brown hair, 


Floating, like a vapor, on the soft summer air. 
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Come Where My Love Lies Dreaming 


(1855) 
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Old Black Joe 


(1860) 
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Joe. 


call - ing, 
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their gen - tle 


hear 
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Joe. 


Black 


call - ing, “Old 


voi - ces 


hear their gen - tle 


Black Joe” 


call - ing, “Old 


voi - ces 


hear their gen - tle 
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2. Why do I weep when my heart should feel no pain? 





Why doI sigh that my friends come not again, 


Grieving for forms now departed long ago? 


” 


I hear their gentle voices calling, “Old Black Joe. 


3. Where are the hearts once so happy and so free, 


The children so dear that I held upon my knee? 


Gone to the shore where my soul has longed to go. 
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I hear their gentle voices calling,“Old Black Joe’ 
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Mixed Chorus 


flow-ing was her dark, glossy 


And 


was she, 


day 


the live - long 


Hap-py as 


flow-ing was her dark, gloss-y 


the live - long day was she, And 


Hap-py as 
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win-ning mel-o - dy, For we 


her 


win-ning mel -o - dy, 


For weve 


We will hear no more’ her 


hair; 


he 
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part-ed with our lit-tle Belle Blair. 
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3. In the bloom of youth and all her childish mirth, 


In the May-day of her life, 
She has left the cares and busy broils of earth 


For a better world beyond all strife. 
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Nell and I 


(1861) 
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on the shore, Nell and I, 


huts 


Lite—tle 


made our 


But now we've met the worlds bus-y 


in their bloom, 


all our gush-ing joys 


We gath-ered mossand fern fromthe 


covered them withbright col-ored shells, 
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strife, Nell and I, 


And pluckedthe dew-y flowrs from the dells; 
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in my mem-rys swee 
time with its bit - ter caresfled 
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That flow 


by, 


sigh for those days gone 


heart will 


days rolled round and the rude world frowned, As 
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And Til 
And we 


Nell and I, 
Nell and I 
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till a coldness gre 


was caused by some unrelenting foe, 
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And gamboled o'er the wide grassy lawn, 
We met again in light sportive dreams, 


ell and I 


Nell and I, 
When the weary hours of twilight had flown. 


Nell and I 
Nor wander where the bright rivers flow. 


N 
And our hearts proved true 
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Well roam upon the lawn nevermore, 
bf 
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3. We wanderd by the bright, running streams, 
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Katy Bell 


Words by 
George Cooper 


(1863) 


Moderato 


grow, 


suck-les 


Where the hon - ey 


dell 
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the del 


the shad 
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Seemed to own her for their queen, 


in 


9) 
ee 


her dim - pled cheeks a - glow, 
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Kat-y 


met love - ly 
Bright and peer-less Kat -y 


seen. 
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er flowr was nev - er 


Maia 


Bell, 





30426 


a - pace 


O - ver which shedlight-ly bound 


va) 
te] 
ye) 
oO 
~ 

i} 
~~ 
od 
rm 
GH 
o 
ce! 
wn 
ie] 
< 


Oh, the beau-ties of her face 


loved the ver- y ground 
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How I love her,nonecantel!! 
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Kat-y Bell lives in the dell, 
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3. Long I waited in the dell, 


Where the honeysuckles grow, 


Waited for sweet Katy Bell 


> 


Till the sun was sinking low, 


And before I left her side, 


In the quiet eventide 


) 


I had won her for my bride, 


Won my bonny Katy Bell. 
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